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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A method for registering or inviting registration o f assigning a 
unique id e ntifier to a prospective user of an instant messaging system comprising a plurality 
of clients having IM applications of the same or different types, selectively interconnected to 
an IM server by way of a computer network, the method comprising the following steps: 

receiving a client specific access address of a prospective user on the computer 
network together with a request to register or tentatively register an account for said 
prospective user; 

automatically generating and allocating a unique identifier to the prospective user; 
matching said unique identifier to the client specific access address of the prospective 

user; 

wherein if the initial receiving was a direct request to register from the prospective 
user, registering an account for said prospective user by storing the matched unique identifier 
and client specific access address with said IM server under the unique identifier and if the 
initial receiving was associated with a request to register from someone other than the 
prospective user, o r-tentatively registering an account for said prospective user by storing the 
matched unique identifier and client specific access address with said IM server under the 
unique identifier; and 

sending notification of said unique identifier to said prospective user at the client 
specific address of the prospective user, wherein said notification confirms cither: confirming 

- 2 - 



Application No.: 09/846,377 
Office Action dated 10/24/2005 



Attorney Docket No.: YSAP.CHIKKA.PT2 
Customer No.: 24943 



Reply dated 01/23/2006 

the registering of the prospective user if the initial receiving was associated with a direct 
request to register from the prospective use r, and wherein said notification invites ; or inviting 
registration of the prospective user if the initial receiving was associated with a request to 
register from someone other than the prospective user. 

2. (original) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the unique identifier is a UIN. 

3. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said computer 
network is the internet and/or any direct electronic link. 

4. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prospective user 
has an email-based client application for accessing the IM system. 

5. (previously presented) A method as in claimed in claim 1, wherein the prospective user 
has a GSM device forming part of a GSM network for accessing the IM system. 

6. (original) A method as claimed in claim 5, wherein said GSM network has SMS 
capability and said prospective user is initially connected to an SMSC server to control and 
manage said SMS therebetween, and wherein said SMSC server is directly connected to said 
IM server via said computer network. 

7. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said client specific 

address is sourced from an email or SMS message sent to the email address of said IM server. 

■3- 



Application No.: 09/846,377 
Office Action dated 10/24/2005 
Reply dated 01/23/2006 



Attorney Docket No.: YSAP.CHIKKA.PT2 
Customer No.: 24943 



8. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said client specific 
address is sourced from an email or SMS message sent to the email address of a registered 
user on said IM server. 

9. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 7, wherein said email or SMS 
message is sent by said prospective user. 

10. (previously presented) A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein said client specific 
address is sourced from a message sent to said IM server from a registered user of said IM 
system, on any client type accessible to said IM server. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A system for registering or inviting registration o f a s signing a 
unique id e ntifi e r to a prospective user of an instant messaging system comprising a plurality 
of clients having IM applications of the same or different types, selectively interconnected to 
an IM server by way of a computer network, the system comprising: 

a registration handling means for receiving a client specific access address of a 
prospective user on the computer network together with a request to register or tentatively 
register said prospective user; 

a unique identifier assigning means to automatically allocate said aunique identifier to 
said prospective user and match said unique identifier to the client specific address of the 
prospective user; 
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account processing means configured to register an account for said prospective user if 
the initial receiving was associated with a direct request to register from the prospective user, 
and configured to e r-tentatively register an account for said prospective use r if the initial 
receiving was associated with a request to register from someone other than the prospective 
user ; 

database means for storing the matched unique identifier and client specific access 
address under the unique identifier; and 

a message despatching means for sending notification of said unique identifier to said 
prospective user at the client specific address of the prospective user, eith e r: 

wherein the notification confirms confirming the registering of the prospective user if 

the initial receiving was associated with a direct request to register from the 

prospective use r, and^ er 

wherein the notification invites inviting registration of the prospective user if the 
initial receiving was associated with a request to register from someone other than the 
prospective user. 

12. (original) A system as claimed in claim 7, wherein the unique identifier is a UIN. 

13. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 7, wherein said computer network 
is the internet and/or any direct electronic link. 

14. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 7, wherein the prospective user 

has an email-based client application for accessing the IM system. 
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15. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 7, wherein the prospective user 
has a GSM device forming part of a GSM network for accessing the IM system. 

16. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 7, wherein said GSM network has 
SMS capability and said prospective user is initially connected to an SMSC server to control 
and manage said SMS therebetween, and wherein said SMSC server is directly connected to 
said IM server via said computer network. 

17. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said client specific 
address is sourced from an email or SMS message sent to the email address of said IM server. 

18. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 7, wherein said client specific 
address is sourced from an email or SMS message sent to the email address of a registered 
user on said IM server. 

19. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 17, wherein said email or SMS 
message is sent by said prospective user. 

20. (previously presented) A system as claimed in claim 17, wherein said client specific 
address is sourced from a message sent to said IM server from a registered user of said IM 
system, on any client type accessible to said IM server. 
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21. (canceled) 



22. (canceled) 
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